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Interactive Walkthroughs (Demo)
https://www.learncs.online/lessons/java/simpleconditionals
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Natural Experiment

Prefers Geoff Prefers Colleen(First Click)

● Two complete 
explanations for Java 
content (80% of students)

● Stable assignment on first 
arrival at lesson

● Students can always 
choose either instructor



Research Questions

● Do students develop instructor preferences?
● Do students arrive with initial preferences?
● Do student preferences change over time?
● Do student preferences align with aspects of 

student identity?



This is not a competition 
between instructors!



Do Students Develop Preferences?

None

Instructor A

Instructor B

Yes!



Do Students Arrive With Preferences?

None

Instructor A

Instructor B

Yes!



Do Student Preferences Change?

Yes!



Do Student Preferences Align With Identity?

Yes!



Do Students Develop Instructor Preferences?

● Students develop preferences between instructors and 
preferences can align with aspects of their identity

● Multiple explanations from instructors help students 
learn and can diversify the course's voice

challen@illinois.edu

Questions?


